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Evening Book Group 
Bev Winter 

410-583-2356 

   

Follows is the program for the AAUW Towson Branch evening book group for the 
2008/2009 year.  If you are interested in joining this group please call Bev Winter at 
410-583-2356 or e-mail her at   
BHWinter@AOL.com 
First

 

Mondays

       

May 4  Your Inner Fish:  A Journey into the 3.5-           
Billion-Year History of the Human Body   
By Neil Shubin 

Dinner will be at Tark’s Grill, Greenspring Station.   

June 2  The Sea        
By John Banville 

Potluck DinnerPotluck Dinner  

Hostess

 

Beth Barnes    

Marjie Slater-Kaplan  

Towson Branch Newsletter 
Towson Branch Web Site: www.aauwtowson.org

 

Newsletter Editor: Janet Moses 410-321-0732 
Send your newsletter articles to janetmoses@juno.com 

or 
Janet Moses 

21 Theo Lane 
Towson, MD  21204-2751 

http://www.aauwtowson.org
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

Gail M. Thies 
gmthiesccr@yahoo.com 

It's hard to believe the end of the academic calendar year is already upon us. In retrospect, statewide 
meetings brought us together in our state's mountainous and seaside geographic locales - with Janu-
ary's meeting in Friendship Heights featuring viewpoints of women in the media (Ceci Connolly, Re-
becca J. Cooper alongside Marion Mudd of the Women's Coalition for Health Care Reform). Our Towson 
Branch featured programs analyzing sociopolitical trends in the U.S.A. and recently learned the inside 
scoop on A.A. Milne, "Winnie the Pooh" author and former late editor of Punch magazine among other 
things. Despite economic woes, the waves of uncertainty were surfed, organizationally speaking, due to 
group participation efforts focused on a common goal - priceless. To those who endeavor behind the 
scenes on behalf of AAUW's branch (and other level) projects, thanks are heartily being extended. Our 
branch's bi-monthly  newsletters have indirectly been serving as our AAUW Maryland activity recapitula-
tion reporter. The efforts of the Scholarship for Interrupted Studies, Book Groups, Bridge, and Hospitality 
Committees will always be admired by your current branch president. According to Linda Tozier, MAR 
Director, the National Convention in St. Louis shall be "the most significant AAUW convention in our life-
time." Do join us for a historic Baltimore cemetery tour on May 16th and try to attend our branch picnic 
the first week in June.  Dues are always welcome.  Wishing all a fruitful summer while trying to promote 
membership herein. 
.    
Gail Thies,  
President , AAUW Towson Branch                     

                                     Mark Your Calendar       

Saturday, May 16, 2009 
11:00 AM Brunch and Tour of  the Historic Green Mount Cemetery 
see page 4 for details  

June, 6, 2009 
11:00 AM Board Meeting 
Preceding Picnic at the home of Carol and Bud Graves     

220 Chancery Road     
Baltimore, MD 21218  

June, 6, 2009 
12 Noon Picnic   
see page 6 for details   

June 26 — 29, 2009 
2009 AAUW National Convention 
St. Louis, Missouri  

Saturday, July 11, 2009 
AAUW Maryland State Conference Hosted by AAUW Patuxent River Branch   
College of Southern Maryland, La Plata, MD.     
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ELECTION of BRANCH OFFICERS  

The formal election of officers for 2009—2011 term will be held at the June 6 meeting.  

The nominating committee has presented the following slate for the branch leadership team: 
Carol Graves 
Janet Moses 
Eunice Young 

with Janet Moses serving as the official representative.  

The positions of program vice president, recording secretary and corresponding secretary are open.  If 
you would be interested in helping your branch in any of these positions please contact Christine 
Schmitz at dialacpa@aol.com or 410-795-5091 or Gail Thies at gmthiesccr@yahoo.com 

LOOKING FORWARD  

Plan the annual pot luck dinner is tentatively planned for September 22.  Time and place will appear in 
the September/October newsletter.  

2009—2010 meetings will be a mix of Tuesday  or Thursday (with the Baltimore branch) evenings and 
Saturday mornings.  We hope that members who were unable to attend Saturday meetings will be able 
to join us at some of the evening meetings.  

If you have any suggestions for programs please pass them along to:  
Carol Graves at  graves.c@verizon.net or 410-366-4662      

or  
Janet Moses at janetmoses@juno.com or 410-321-0732      

or  
Eunice Young at youngej@verizon.net or  410-252-1870 

 

Scholarship for Interrupted Studies 
Lois Leuba 

410-296-0407  

The applications for our Scholarship for Interrupted Studies have been distributed to the local colleges.  
They were to be returned to Eunice Young before May 1st.  

Thanks to Carol Grave and Loraine Lewis for their contributions to the scholarship fund last month.  
Other contributions may be sent to me at 109 Gothard Road, Lutherville, MD  21093-5740.  Please 
make your check out to Scholarship for Interrupted Studies. 
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Brunch and Green Mount Cemetery Tour 

May 16, 2009  

Lois  Leuba 
410-296-0407  

Saturday, May 16th, our May meeting will be brunch followed by a tour of the historic and world famous 
Green Mount Cemetery.   The tour will be led by Wayne Schaumburg, a retire public school teacher who, 
besides leading tours of the cemetery, teaches history and architecture at the College of Notre Dame, Johns 
Hopkins and Towson universities and at Roland Park Country School.  

Brunch 11:00 AM 
                 Tour       1:00 PM—2:00 PM  

You may attend both brunch and tour or only the tour.  Call Lois at 410-296-0407 by May 14th to let 
her know if you are coming.  The brunch location will be determined when we know how many mem-
bers and friends will be coming.   The fee for the tour is $10 payable to Lois by cash or check May 
16th.                   

Green Mount Cemetery is located on Greenmount Avenue .3 mile south of North Avenue.  The gate is at 
Greenmount and E. Oliver Street.  Enter the gate and park.  Mr. Schaumburg will meet us there.   

 

Gwinn Owens, husband of former member Joan Owens, died Sunday March 22, 2009.  A writer, he 
was a retired editor for the Baltimore Sun.  A memorial service was held Saturday, March 28 at the 
Church of the Good Shepherd.  

Submitted by Ann Peterson 



Green Mount Cemetery     

DEDICATED ON JULY 13, 1839, Green Mount Cemetery was Baltimore's first rural, or garden, cemetery and 
one of the earliest in the nation. The impetus for Green Mount came from a Gay Street tobacco merchant 
named Samuel D. Walker. Around 1834, he visited America's first garden cemetery, Mount Auburn in Massa-
chusetts. Walker returned to Baltimore to persuade others that the city needed a similar cemetery. The state 
legislature incorporated Green Mount Cemetery on March 15, 1838, providing a board of proprietors to govern 
it. 

Built on the former country estate of merchant Robert Oliver, Green Mount encompasses 68 hilly acres with a 
long central plateau. The proprietors divided the property into 23 sections, subdividing the sections into family 
plots of at least 16 feet by 20 feet. Oliver's Walk, a tree-lined path, encircles the plateau, touching on 19 sec-
tions, and the proprietors laid out numerous other serpentine walkways. At the time of its establishment, Green 
Mount was in the country, but today it is in the heart of the city, bounded by Greenmount Avenue, North Ave-
nue, Ensor Avenue, and Hoffman Street. 

Green Mount and other garden cemeteries represented a new type of burial ground both physically and intellec-
tually. Baltimoreans until this time had buried their dead in church graveyards, many of which were by the 
1830s completely filled and unable to expand due to the development for other purposes of the areas around 
them. These graveyards starkly presented death as a terrifying passage to an unknown future, and their grim 
appearance discouraged people from visiting them. By contrast, Green Mount and other garden cemeteries 
reflected the Romanticism of the mid-nineteenth century. These cemeteries glorified nature by their landscaping 
and showed death as a benign "falling asleep." 

Green Mount's buildings are similarly romantic. Architect Robert Cary Long Jr. used the Tudor style for the 
gatehouse, built by 1840. He selected the Egyptian style, associated with funerary monuments, for the public 
mausoleum and for the crypts to be used for level plots. Later, J. Rudolph Niernsee and J. Crawford Neilson 
designed the hilltop chapel, completed in 1856, in the Gothic Revival style. The public responded to the site's 
physical attractiveness by treating Green Mount, at least in the nineteenth century, as a park in which to stroll 
on Sunday afternoons and as a place to take out-of-town visitors. 

Among the more than 78,000 graves at Green Mount are those of countless politicians and wealthy people, in-
cluding at least eight governors of Maryland, five mayors of Baltimore, and philanthropists Johns Hopkins and 
Enoch Pratt. Others interred there are Robert Garrett, president of the B&O Railroad; his wife Mary Garrett, a 
pioneer in women's education; Betsy Patterson Bonaparte, Napoleon's Baltimore-born sister-in-law; John 
Wilkes Booth, the assassin of President Abraham Lincoln; and A. Aubrey Bodine, Maryland's outstanding twen-
tieth-century photographer. Although Green Mount's residents include both the upper and middle classes of 
nineteenth-century Baltimore and their descendents, relatively few people from later immigrant groups, such as 
Italians or Czechs, are buried there, and there are few African Americans. Spaces are still available. 

—Beatriz Betancourt Hardy Maryland Historical Society 

Taken from http://www.mdoe.org/greenmountcemetery.html 
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Greenmount Chapel, 

Greenmount Cemetery, Baltimore 
Maryland Historical Society 

http://www.mdoe.org/greenmountcemetery.html



